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Alitalia trip

FITZSIM

to Olympian

ONS IN (8

ALL THE WAY
BACCHUS WIN

by Peter Tuziak
Montreal Olympian David Fitzsimons of South Australia ran brilliantly to win the

“Alitalia Bacchus 12,000” from a world class field of international runners on Saturday.

Fitzsimons set a
blistering pace from the
start and was never
headed, winning even-
tualiy by 250 metres
from Rob de Castella in
the excellent time of 37
minutes, 58 seconds.

A major disap-
pointment for the large
crowd which braved Lhe
atrocious weather con-
ditions later in the day
was the non-appearance
of Olympians Dave
Chettle and Chris War-
dlaw, the defending
Bacchus champion, who
withdrew because of a
leg injury.

World Championship
Cross Country represen-
tative, Gerard Barrett,
was also a late with-
drawal

Almost 400 runners
{aced the starlex and Lhe
new ‘“Bacchus” course
proved to be a winner
for the spectators who
were able to see all of
the rumners & they
passed through the Ex-
Servicemen's Oval, at
the half way mark

John Andrews, a for-

. mer Australian junior

5,000 melres track
champion stuck with
Fitzsimons and
Castella in the early
slages, but as the race
progressed, the Olym-
pian relentlessy in-
creased the pace.

His pursuers had to be
content with second and
third placings, giving
them both a retwrn air
fare to New Zealand.

David Fitzsimons. the
winner of the Bacchus,
was presented with his
prize of areturnair fare
from Sydney to Milan by
Alitalia representative,
Mr. Paolo Nocella, al
the Bacchus barbecue
at  Wickham  Hill
Winery.

Fitzsimons, the holder
of the 1977 and 1978
Australian track titles
over 5,000 and 10,000
metres and third in the
1977 World Cup 5,000
metres, will use his
prize for competition in
Burope prior to the
C

juries and finished
10th and 47th places
respectively.

First woman home
was Lyn Willlams in
42nd place in 46-13.

She set a relentless
pace from the start and
was able todrop the 1977
Australian Cross Coun-
try Champion,
Rosemary Bell, in the
early stages.

Bell finished in 74th
place and she and
Williams, who were
Australian competitors
in the Cross Country In-
ternational in Puerto
Rico last year, received
return air fares to com-
pcleinNewZealnnd

A favourite with the
crowd was Alby
Thomas, who set world
records for the two and
three mile events in 1968
and was also a sub four
minute miler

Thomas was the [irst
master (over 40 years)
o finish, with an ex-
cellent 20th placing in
43-35, and his wife, Nola

Thomas took out the
equivalent female title.

First Wade Shire
residents to finish were

John Zampieri in the
men's division (80th
place - 5002) and Roslyn
Continued Page 25.

Griffith
J.C. Cup

Mr. Ray Ballard part-
owner. -

The :-j presen-
tatien was made by
the Jockey Club Viee
President, Mr. B.
_Ralph,

Quelch Citrus Juices is really
getting right behind the Group 20
Referees’ Association, and it’s good
to see that the poor old ‘ref’ will be
able to match it with the players in

recognition.

Unfortunately, not
enough top class players
follow John Bonetti's
example these days, by
pulting something back
into the game either in
refereeing or ad-
ministration, after gel-
ting years of enjoyment
out of it

Anyhow, good luck,
John Bonetti, he will be
welcomed by the ap-
pointments board
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Although cricket in
the senior grades is
finished, Wade High
School are still engaged
in the Davidson Shield
Interstate  Knockout
Cricket Competition.
Wade, winners of the

in Edmonton.

While the first three
runners were clear
leaders, there was a
very close battle for the
next three placings with
Gerry Sofianos (39-42)
finishing ahead of Dave

Mclones (4002) and
Ray Wilson (40-14).
International cross

country runners Dennis
Nee and Brian Lewry

. wers carrying leg in-

Ri Zone last year,
played a tie with
Corowa last Wednesday
ina30over game

Corowa batted first
and scored 133, and at
one stage in reply Wade
were 4for 87 and hit the
runs Lo tie the match ¢
theirlast over.

Wade were awarded
the game after con-
sulting organising of-
ficials, and will now
meet the, winner of the

Tumit-Albury game in
the regional final al a
date and venue 1o be an-
nounced,
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The Area Hotel

ericket ¢lub will conduct
their end of season
presentation night at the
Ex-Servicemen's Club-
rooms on Saturday,
April 1.
The night will take the
form of a casual bar-
becue and all ¢ lub mem-
bers should note the
date.

It's a7 p.m. start and
will cost players $2 a
head.

Junior players have
been reminded 1o invite
their parents

Second graders wives
should bring a salad,
and first grade wives
sweels, while meat,
drinks, plates, knives,
ete. will be provided.

Tickets for the
Association's annual
dinner  will also be
wailable.
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As mentioned in this
paper previously, the
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Leeton based Citrus
Juice firm s the official
sponsor of the Group 20
Referees’ Association
for 1978, and the
assistance given by
them, financial and
otherwise, has been
nothing short of tremen-
dous.

Their  sponsorship
coincides with the in-
troduction of Lhe new
style country R.L
referees uniform, and
Quelch have added to
this by providing.a malt-
ching jackel in ther
backing of the
association

They have also an
nounced a cash prize of
$100 o be used by the
Referees’ Association of
Group @ for an end of
season award but
details of the mechanics
of the award are Lo be
released at a later date.

But not all the finan-
cial assistance given to

the association will be
used in such things as
mentioned above

The Group 20
association has had
printed a small booklel
which explains the rule
changes for 1978, and
arrangements are being
made to have these
distributed to all cdubs
in the group and if any

school or junior leagues |

is needing a copy. they
should contact the
writer or any Group 20
referee.

The regular column
‘Man in the Centre’ is
another part of the
referees' association's
efforts o keep Rugby
League patrons up (o
date, and informed of
the aclivities of ther
small but dedicated
bandof officials.
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Fermer Riverina

ie

player, and long term
Black and White
stalwart, John Bonetti,
will be seen in a dif-
ferent role this year.

Bonetti received his
referees ticket recently,
and | alongwith a lot of
others who follow the
code of Rugby League,
believe he will make a
firstclass referee.

He has the respect of
officials throughout the
graup, of every op-
ponent hehas faced, and
this 15 going lo camy
with him onto the field
when refereeing.

R

The Riverina girl's
baskethall team head
for Mess Vale this
weekend to defend their
Southern N.S.W. Coun-
try Championship.

The Riverina girls
team has been meof the
top sides in basketball

for some years now, and
they have won Lhe
Southern litle for the
last three years run-
ning

When one considers
the number of girls
playing the game
throughout the Statg,
it's an imposing record
that the Riverina gifls
built up -

Cheis  Sheehan will
caplain theside, and she
is just one of a number
of the Griffith
associations girks who
have been members of
the Riverina team in the
past few years.

et —
Farewell at
Goolgowi
Afarewell was held at
the Goolgowi Golf
clubhouse for the for-
mer President, Col
*Tag” Bretag who had
been associales captain
for several years, and
his wife Bev.

More than 120
were present mﬁ
joyable evening

election iR
February resulted:
President, A. King:
Vice President T
Stockton Snr.; Caplain
A Roberlson:
Secrelary M. Evans:
Treasurer B Grm-
shaw; Handicapper J.
Millay; Publicity Of -
ficer W. Brady.

The
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